
Americans are preparing to celebrate their 

independence from England on  July 4, 1776.  

Did you know that in 1777, Philadelphians re-

membered the 4th by ringing bells, firing guns, 

lighting candles and fireworks?  When the war 

ended in 1778, some places recognized the day 

as a holiday.  However, it would not be until 

1941 when Congress officially made it a na-

tional holiday.   

John Adams wrote that the Fourth of July 

"...ought to be celebrated by pomp and pa-

rade, with shows, games, sports, guns, 

bells, bonfires, and illuminations from one 

end of this continent to the other..."  

So, celebrate the Fourth and your free-

dom! 

Happy Fourth of July!  

Award Surprises DDP Student Gail Langseth  
By: Richard H. Miller, Center for Distance and Professional Education 

When told she'd won an 
award for her history pa-
per, Gail Langseth 

thought there had been a 
mix -up.  

ñI am the lamest writer 
you ever read,ò she said. 
ñI can put teachers to 
sleep faster than cold 
medicine, so this is very 
surreal.ò  
After her student ID num-

ber confirmed she actually 
had received WSUôs How-
ard C. Payne Award, the 

Distance Degree Pro-
grams student tried a dif-
ferent tack: ñMaybe no 
one else in the class sub-

mitted anything," she 
suggested, "and I was the 
only choice they had.ò  

The paper was written for 
Professor Richard Wil-
liamsô History 341 course, 

Rome: Republic and Em-
pire.  
Williams called Langseth's 

paper "an excellent dis-

cussion, covering all that I 
asked, and going much 
farther to look at a genera-

tional divide as well as po-
litical and social differ-

ences."  
The Committee on Under-
graduate Curriculum & In-
struction gave the award. 
The panel looks for a well -
researched project that 
uses primary sources, pre-

sents facts, gives a clear 
logical historical analysis, 
and places research in a 

broad historical context, 
said Patricia Thorsten -
Mickelson, the history de-
partmentôs administrative 

manager.  
Along with those factors, 
Langseth's paper was also 
"a pleasure to read," said 
Williams, who gave her a 
100 on the exam. ("When 
is C a good grade?" he 

wrote. "When it is in Ro-
man numerals.")  
ñWilliams was a great his-

tory teacher who really 
made the class fun,ò 
Langseth said. ñHe was 
very responsive to student 
questions and provided 

really pertinent feedback 
on all our school work.ò  
The award comes with a 

$250 prize. Langseth, who 
is also a senator with the 
ASWSU-DDP, says sheôll 
use the money for tuition.  

ñI love school,ò she said, 
ñand if I don't have the 
cash, I can't take classes. 
This will help keep me go-
ing!ò 

Langsethôs history paper 

can be read at: http://
online.wsu.edu/mktg/blogs/

LangsethGailExam2His-

tory.doc  
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Do you know of a professor 
or instructor that deserves 
recognition for their efforts 
in making your DDP experi-
ence memorable?    Did the 
professorôs involvement 
make your distance class an 
exceptional experi-
ence?    Here is your chance 
to recognize him or her.   

We are asking everyone to 

submit their favorite instructor 
or professor for recognition at 
the Cougar Campus Experi-
ence, 2009.    Please submit a 
short paragraph why your 
nominee should receive the 
award.   State their name, 
class taught (or position), and 
why you feel they deserve this 
recognition.   This is your op-
portunity to help us recognize 

those who make a differ-
ence in our online learning 
environment and to say 
thank you.    Please send 
your recommendations by 
October 15, 2009 to the 
Public Relations Committee 
located at: http://
www.aswsu -ddp.wsu.edu/
committees/public.asp.  

 

Your student government is still 

busy, working on your behalf.   

The 2009/2010 calendar is un-

derway, with wonderful photos 

from the ASWSU -DDP Photo 

Contest.  The winner and the 

honorable mentions will be fea-

tured in the calendar.  These 

will be sent to each DDP stu-

dent in August.  

The scholarship committee just 

convened to review  the appli-

cations.  There were 47 appli-

cants and the committee will be 

reviewing them and award 20 

to the top applicants.   

In addition, we are busy work-

ing on the details for the lead-

ership retreat for the senate as 

Summer has 

finally arrived 

and so has the 

weather.  

Luckily we did 

not have snow 

this June and we are experi-

encing a wonderful start to 

summer.   

Many of you are on vacation 

and it is well deserved.   Many 

of us, however, have elected 

to take summer classes and 

are now experiencing Angel 

first hand.  It is different but 

has a familiar feel as well.   

Make sure you take the tuto-

rial so that you know how to 

navigate the system before 

the fall semester starts.   

well as the fall Cougar Grid-

iron Classic.  Christina Stur-

man, our advisor, is busy 

getting contracts signed and 

all the work that happens 

behind the scenes so that all 

of you can have a wonderful 

time in September.  

DDP is busy working on logis-

tics to bring the academic 

seminars to your area since 

the learning centers will close 

on July 1st due to the budget 

cuts.  Be sure to check the 

website for the dates and 

locations of the events.  

Have a wonderful summer,  

get your desks ready for a 

successful fall semester, 

and ...most importantlyé. 

ASWSU - DDP Outstanding Faculty Award  

Presidentôs Corner By Debby Poris, ASWSU - DDP President  

May 2009 Graduation   

their way to Ensminger Pavilion 

to have a nice meal and get 

information on graduation.  In 

addition, we were honored to 

have Dean Epperson of the 

College of Liberal Arts speak 

to the graduates.  

It was nice to see students and 

their families, celebrating to-

gether.  Even Butch got into 

the celebrating with our DDP 

graduates!   

Congratulations DDP Gradu-

ates.  Good luck on your fu-

ture endeavors!  

Check out ASWSU -DDPõs 

website for pictures from the 

reception http://www.aswsu -

ddp.wsu.edu/gallery/

GraduationSpring2008.asp  

and the DDP Student blog for 

more pictures at http://

online.wsu.edu/resources/

imgSlideShow/  

What an exciting day!  The 

weather was beautiful and ex-

citement was in the air in 

downtown Pullman.  May 8th 

was the day before graduation.  

However, it was the day that 

DDP graduates would be arriv-

ing to celebrate their success 

at the ASWSU -DDP Gradua-

tion reception.   

Many graduates took part in 

the tour of campus then made 
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Dean of the College of Liberal 

Arts, Dr. Doug Epperson  

Ready for the tour of the WSU campus 

in front of Van Doren.  

 The Big Moment is just inside Beasley 

Coliseum. 
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Congratulations to the 
winners of the ASWSU -
DDPôs recent calendar 
photo contest! We appre-

ciate all of the submis-

sions. Gina Johnsonôs wa-
terfront photo of purple 
flowers juxtaposed with a 
sailboat took first place 
and will be seen on the 
cover of the 2009 -2010 

ASWSU-DDP calendar.  

Daniel Crouchôs creative 

shot of a WSU hat under a 

tree in Aruba took second 
place, and third place went 
to Bryan Terry, who took 
an amazing shot of a field 

of red tulips. Daniel and 

Bryanôs photos will be fea-
tured in the upcoming cal-
endar.  

 Honorable mention goes 
to Andrew Lathrop for his 
photo of Echo Rock on 
Mount Rainer, Layla Hayes 
for her perspective on a 

Japanese garden, and Kris 

Rohweder for capturing 
the colors of Clayton 
Beach in Skagit County.  

Again, thank you to every-

one who participated. It is 
clear that WSU DDP stu-
dents have a profound 

respect and appreciation 
for our natural environ-
ment, as the vast majority 
of photos displayed the 
wonders of nature.  

ðHeidi Hiatt, Criminal Justice 
DDP Spring Graduate  

DDP Photo Contest...We have a winner!   
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2009 Cougar Gridiron 

Classic 

This September 12 th , 

Hawaii will try to match 

their skills to the Cou-

gar Football team.   Can 

the Cougs do it?   Join 

us in Seattle, have a 

òtailgateó meal before 

you head to Qwest Sta-

dium to cheer on the 

Cougs. Bring family and 

friends, make a day of 

it!   Meet with other 

DDP students and 

staff.    Watch the 

ASWSU -DDP website 

for more information 

and game tickets.  

Gina Johnsonõs First Place 

Photo. Congratulations ! 

1st Place 


